
View this email in your browser

AAUT Director's Update
Dear colleagues,

As we move through 2026, it is inspiring to see the continued momentum
across the AAUT community. Our state-based ceremonies have once again
highlighted the outstanding contributions of educators who are transforming
student learning experiences across Australia. I extend my sincere thanks to
our host institutions and to all those who support and champion this work.

We are also pleased to deepen our collaborations with partners such as the
Australian Council of Deans of Agriculture (ACDA), HERDSA and Adelaide
University (AU). Initiatives such as the integration of AAUT criteria into
discipline-based awards, the AAUT and HERDSA National Webinar Series, and
the AU Breakfast Series are helping to build a more consistent, evidence‑based
and inclusive culture of recognition in higher education.

Stay tuned for more information about the 2026 AAUT.

Thank you for your ongoing engagement. I encourage you to stay connected,
share these opportunities with your colleagues, and continue to celebrate and
elevate teaching excellence within your institutions.
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Warm regards, 
Professor Angela Carbone
AAUT Director

2026 Key Dates

AAUT and HERDSA Webinar Series 



Register here: https://tinyurl.com/2pcck9kv

How can universities design student experiences where all students feel they truly belong? 

Join us for the next session in the AAUT and HERDSA National Webinar Series 2026: 

Designing Inclusive Student Experiences: Advancing Diversity in Higher Education 

Chaired by A/Prof Janis Wardrop (HERDSA NSW Branch), this panel features Prof Creina Day (ANU – 2024
Citation), Dr Diana Mendez (JCU – 2023 Program Award), and A/Prof Roselie Goldsmith (UTS – 2022
Program Award). Panellists will discuss approaches to designing curriculum, assessment, and co-curricular
experiences that foster belonging, equity, and student success.

The session will also explore institutional leadership, policy, and emerging innovations shaping inclusive practice
across higher education.

Save the dates for upcoming sessions in 2026 (1pm to 2pm Melbourne time): 

Thursday, 27 August 2026
Thursday, 24 September 2026

Watch the recordings:

Work Integrated Learning (WIL): Building Sustainable Collaborative Partnerships (30 April 2026)
Indigenous Knowledges in Action: Transforming Higher Education from the Ground Up (26 March 2026)

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2F2pcck9kv&data=05%7C02%7Cangeline.sim%40rmit.edu.au%7C2bb00b99e6dd4c7b7f4e08deaf1c6a65%7Cd1323671cdbe4417b4d4bdb24b51316b%7C0%7C0%7C639140733778335133%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iF2i6kIYBI1BBFz2HBarMZtdbtwGHX%2FTOJ1n8IjCer0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=igm5q1KQDTs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1RGPEVwu2X0


HERDSA 2026 Annual Conference - Singapore

Have you registered for the Higher Education Research and Development Society of Australasia
(HERDSA) 2026 Annual Conference (6–9 July 2026) in Singapore – HERDSA’s first
conference outside Australia in over five years?

Jointly hosted by six Singapore Institutes of Higher Learning and two Australian universities with
campuses in Singapore, the conference is themed "Re-envisioning Higher Education for
Tomorrow’s Learners." 

Find out more here and register here. 

AAUT and Adelaide University Breakfast Series
The AAUT and Adelaide University Breakfast Series runs monthly from April to November (except July),
8am – 9am (ACT). Now in its third year, this collaboration with the Teaching and Learning Innovation Unit at
Adelaide University showcases AAUT recipients and highlights innovative teaching practices and programs
across the sector.

The second session was presented by Ms Ellie White (The University of Melbourne), a 2025 AAUT Citation
- Neville Bonner Award for Indigenous Education recipient.

https://conference.herdsa.org.au/2026/
https://conference.herdsa.org.au/2026/register/


Details for the next session will be posted on the AAUTN webpage and emailed to all ICOs.

Watch the recordings: 

Advancing Cultural Advocacy in Health Education (21 May)
Enhancing Situated Learning in the Classroom with Generative AI Simulations (23 April)

Save the dates for upcoming sessions throughout 2026

https://aautn.org/category/news/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lpXvWHsNHDY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hn_kyeQKyhI


AAUT State-Based Ceremonies 
Thank you to the institutions hosting the 2025 AAUT state-based ceremonies, celebrating the achievements of
award recipients across their regions. In May, The University of Queensland, Flinders University and The
University of Melbourne hosted ceremonies recognising the outstanding achievements of recipients in their
respective regions, with the Western Sydney University to host the final ceremony in New South Wales. Please
note these events are by invitation only.

VIC & TAS Ceremony - Photo Gallery (Coming soon)
SA & NT Ceremony - Photo Gallery (Coming soon)
QLD Ceremony - Photo Gallery
WA Ceremony - Photo Gallery (to view photos: select ‘Enter as Guest’; to download: use PIN: 2986).

AAUT and ACDA 
We are delighted that The Australian Council of Deans of Agriculture (ACDA) Learning and Teaching Academy
will be integrating AAUT criteria into its assessment framework. 

ACDA established its Award for Excellence in Teaching in 2018. Now presented annually, the award has
continued to evolve over time.

Recently, the ACDA Awards Committee, which includes former recipients and current AAUT assessors,
recognised the value of the AAUT rubric in supporting consistent and transparent assessment. The Committee is
now adopting the rubric for the agricultural disciplinary context, aligning the award with a nationally recognised
framework. This change is expected to improve clarity and consistency for both applicants and assessors, and to
help applicants to present stronger, evidence‑based submissions.

“The AAUT rubric provides clear guidance for both applicants and assessors, and I’ve found it particularly helpful
in supporting consistency across a committee,” said Professor Janelle Wilkes, Chair of the ACDA Learning and
Teaching Awards Committee. “As I hand over the role of Chair to Dr Suresh Krishnasamy, we are seeking to
bring that same transparency to the ACDA awards. A shared approach helps applicants present clear,
evidence‑based cases, with the aim of strengthening agriculture’s representation in AAUT awards.”

The revised approach will be implemented in the next awards round.
For more information: click here.
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/uqalumni/sets/72177720333746986/
https://client.kylieplunkett.photography/guestlogin/2025aaut-wa/?return=%2F2025aaut-wa%2F
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fwww.acda.edu.au%252fawards%26c%3DE%2C1%2CY8SM8K8WqXmmsfEP1Bm_nsxlnC7oyC9JnODDLlGpxBd6WkpNP_Bq8rgrBXA_gdi0HIKoDlhhmCpz1SjJSWg6LY4oZmg00AI1lUvGW3s5TtcW7GotG7y24i8%2C%26typo%3D1&data=05%7C02%7Caaut%40rmit.edu.au%7C79627d5f1fc64a79bcec08debb798777%7Cd1323671cdbe4417b4d4bdb24b51316b%7C0%7C0%7C639154327858336835%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=D%2BqT5dYZgYsgA3DzeaN%2FPj2igwirm3aTerxo9nx0pTk%3D&reserved=0


Get to know the
Teaching Excellence

Award Recipient:
Prof Michelle Spencer and

Prof Oliver Jones 
Professors Michelle Spencer and Oliver Jones
teach chemistry in higher education, with >50
years combined experience. Their approach
focuses on student-centred learning, socio-

constructivism, and authentic work-integrated
learning (WIL). This is combined with cross-

disciplinarity and the incorporation/creation of
digital technologies.

Read profile: Professor Michelle Spencer and
Professor Oliver Jones
Watch video here

For the 2025 AAUT video
announcement and
Recipients Booklet,
visit AAUT-UA website.

You can watch the official 2025 AAUT
video announcement here, and view the

full list of recipients and their award-
winning work in 2025 AAUT

Recipients Booklet, along with ceremony
photos.

https://www.rmit.edu.au/profiles/s/michelle-spencer
https://www.rmit.edu.au/profiles/j/oliver-jones
https://youtu.be/26ZGhyY5Dzg
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.universitiesaustralia.edu.au%2Fpolicy-submissions%2Fteaching-learning-funding%2Faustralian-awards-for-university-teaching%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cjing.ye%40rmit.edu.au%7C2fad2160638e4bdf9a3708d966b1faef%7Cd1323671cdbe4417b4d4bdb24b51316b%7C0%7C0%7C637653736916386202%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=J%2Fo7TEYTIGbQhbMWc1atERplbLlQbUWdgznJHQyNNe8%3D&reserved=0
https://youtu.be/h14VQ42a4AE
https://aautn.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/2025-Awards-Profile-Booklet.pdf
http://chrome-extension//efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://aautn.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/2025-Awards-Profile-Booklet.pdf
https://gallery.photox.com.au/guestlogin/uass2026/?return=%2Fuass2026%2Faustralianawardsforuniversityteaching%2F


For latest AAUT news,
please visit the AAUTN
website.

Learning and Teaching
Repository

A collection of higher education learning and
teaching research valuable to any university
academic. Access topical resources and news, or
contribute a new resource. 
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