
2024 AAUT PD 
Series: Neville 
Bonner Award
Writing a successful 
Neville Bonner Award nomination



Acknowledgement of Country
On behalf of those present, I acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land on 
which we now meet. I live in Carnegie Melbourne, on the traditional land of the 
Wurundjeri people, but wherever we are, I pay my respects to their Elders: past, 
present and emerging.

The AAUT team, based at RMIT University, acknowledge the people of the Woi
wurrung and Boon wurrung language groups of the eastern Kulin nations on whose 
unceded lands we conduct our business. 

I also pay my respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people of Australia 
and hope that the path towards reconciliation continues to be shared and 
embraced.



Meet the AAUT team

Prof Ange Carbone
Awards Director

Ms Angeline Sim
Awards Manager

Ms Daniele Patterson
Awards Coordinator



Welcome & purpose

Advice from an assessor on how to 
write a successful Neville Bonner Award 
nomination

Advice from the 2023 Neville Bonner 
Award recipient 

Q&A, key dates and next steps

Agenda



Guest speakers

Prof Susan Page
Western Sydney University

AAUT Assessor (Team Lead) for the 
Neville Bonner Award Category

2018 Award for Teaching Excellence 
(Neville Bonner Award for Indigenous Education) CAIK team 

recipient

A/Prof Kerry Bodle
Griffith University

2023 Award for Teaching Excellence 
(Neville Bonner Award for Indigenous Education) 



Prof Susan Page
Pro Vice-Chancellor, Indigenous Education
Western Sydney University 

AAUT Assessor (Team Lead) for Neville Bonner Award 
Category

2018 Award for Teaching Excellence 
(Neville Bonner Award for Indigenous Education) CAIK team 
recipient
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Citation/Teaching Award Categories

Citation for Outstanding Contributions to Student 
Learning (Citations)

Select one discipline category
❑ Natural and Physical Science, Agriculture, Environmental 
and Related Studies
❑ Engineering, Information Technology, Architecture and 
Building
❑ Health
❑ Education
❑ Business, Management and Commence
❑ Society and Culture
❑ Creative Arts
❑ Multi-disciplinary

Select one of the nomination categories
❑ Early Career
❑ Neville Bonner Award for Indigenous Education
❑ Sessional staff
❑ None of the above

Award for Teaching Excellence (Teaching Awards)

Select one discipline category
❑ Natural and Physical Science, Agriculture, Environmental 
and Related Studies
❑ Engineering, Information Technology, Architecture and 
Building
❑ Health
❑ Education
❑ Business, Management and Commence
❑ Society and Culture
❑ Creative Arts
❑ Multi-disciplinary

Select one of the nomination categories
❑ Early Career
❑ Neville Bonner Award for Indigenous Education
❑ None of the above



RMIT Classification: Trusted

Citation/Teaching Award Categories

Citation - Select one / Teaching Award - Address all four subcategories:

❑ Approaches to teaching and/or the support of learning that influence, motivate and 
inspire students to learn.

❑ Development of curricula, resources or services that reflect a command of the field.

❑ Effective assessment practices that bring about improvements in student
teaching, focus on academic integrity or digital solutions, or any assessment
strategies that bring about change.

❑ Innovation or leadership that has influenced and enhanced learning and
teaching and/or the student experience.
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Key elements for a successful 
Neville  Bonner applica tion
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Tips

• Outstanding vs standing out
• Take advantage of Indigenous mentors
• L&T centre support
• Address the criteria
• Teaching philosophy is important 
• Time is of the essence
• Evidence, evidence, evidence

https://www.shutterstock.com/search/outstanding-stand-out-crowd
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Evidence: Variety is key

Qualitative
Quantitative

Student 
evaluations

Publications
Presentations

Resources

Peer 
review of 
teaching

Thanks 
yous!

Community 
recognition

Referees

Service

https://www.istockphoto.com/photos/evidence
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https://aautn.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/2023_Writing-a-Neville-Bonner-Nomination.pdfhttps://universitiesaustralia.edu.au/policy-submissions/teaching-learning-funding/australian-awards-for-
university-teaching/

Protocols and Practices

Reference to Indigenous scholarly literature

Evidence and impact

Definitions, details and contexts

Reading List
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Questions? 

Page 15



Associate Professor 
Kerry Bodle
Griffith University

2023 Award for Teaching 
Excellence - Neville Bonner Award 
for Indigenous Education



Griffith University acknowledges the people who are the Traditional Custodians of the land. We pay respect
to the Elders, past and present, and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

Together, Sid DomicTogether, Sid DomicTogether, Sid Domic

CRICOS: 00233E  |  TEQSA: PRV12076
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Experience of a past award recipient

Associate Professor Kerry Bodle 
Academic Director (Indigenous)
Griffith Business School 
Griffith University

Background
• Cherbourg, Qld - Wakka Wakka Nation, ‘Stolen Generation’ 
• “accidental academic”

https://app.secure.griffith.edu.au/exlnt/entry/4845/view

https://app.secure.griffith.edu.au/exlnt/entry/4845/vie
https://app.secure.griffith.edu.au/exlnt/entry/4845/view


AAUT 2023 
PD SESSION CITATION APPLICATION

•Preparing the application
- Challenge – where to start
- Category SC1: Approaches to teaching and 

the support of learning that influence, 
motivate and inspire students to learn 

- Pedagogy - “Storytelling” 
- Evidence – SETs, SECs, Qualitative 

comments
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Experience 
writing the 
nomination

• Monkey mind
• Self-doubt
• Writing a 

narrative
• Trust
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Challenges and how they were 
resolved
• Self-doubt = yoga
• Selecting the right categories = the matrix

Benefits 
• In-house assistant
• AAUT resources
• AAUTN mentor
• Colleagues to read

Tips & Advice for future nominees
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Questions? 

Page 22
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Upcoming AAUT PD Sessions

15 May – Writing a successful Teaching Award nomination

21 May – Writing a successful Citation nomination

3 June – Writing a successful Early Career Award nomination

18 June – Writing a successful Neville Bonner Award nomination

26 June – Writing a successful Program Award nomination



Recap: Key dates

Ma y – Ju ly 

Prepare nomination

12 Au g – 1 Se p t

ICOs submit nominations

Oct  - De c

3-stage assessment process

Fe b  2025

Universities Australia 
announce award outcomes
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CONNECT 
WITH US

 @AAUTnetwork, 

@ProfAngeCarbone & @uniaus

Universities Australia

Professor Angela Carbone

AAUT Awards Team
aaut@rmit.edu.au

More information
AAUT-UA webpage

Mentoring Scheme
aautn.org

https://twitter.com/AAUTnetwork
https://twitter.com/ProfAngeCarbone
https://twitter.com/uniaus
https://www.linkedin.com/company/universities-australia/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/professorangelacarbone/
mailto:aaut@rmit.edu.au
https://www.universitiesaustralia.edu.au/policy-submissions/teaching-learning-funding/australian-awards-for-university-teaching/
https://aautn.org/
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