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Acknowledgement of Country
On behalf of those present, I acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land on 
which we now meet. I pay my respects to their Elders: past, present and 
emerging.

I also pay my respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people of 
Australia and hope that the path towards reconciliation continues to be shared 
and embraced.



Prof Angela Carbone, AAUT Director
Ms Luana Spadafora, Awards Manager
Ms Daniele Patterson, Awards Coordinator

Meet the 
AAUT team



Agenda
Welcome and Introduction of guest 
speakers

How to write a successful Citation 
nomination

• Factors that contribute to a successful Citation 
nomination

• Citation award subcategories
• Tips to effectively address the assessment criteria 
• Examples of good forms of evidence

Advice from three successful 2023 
awardees

Q&A

Key nomination dates



Distinguished Deakin Professor 
Liz Johnson

Citation Awards Committee Chair

Deakin University

Guest presenters

Prof Steven Kenway
2023 Citation recipient

University of Queensland

Ms Charanya Ramakrishnan 
2023 Citation recipient
Macquarie University 

A/Prof Danica Hickey 
2023 Citation recipient

Queensland University of Technology



Distinguished Deakin 
Prof Liz Johnson

2024 Citation Award 
Committee Chair



Preparing an AAUT Citation

Today:

• Why an AAUT citation?

• First steps

• Categories and criteria

• Narrative and evidence



Why nominate?

• Higher education is transformative

• Excellence is inspiring

• Excellence in university teaching builds better student outcomes

• Understanding excellence builds capability

• Recognizing excellence builds confidence

• National awards build networks and communities of practice



What is outstanding?

Citations for outstanding contributions to student learning

Outstanding contributions are:

• Significant – has tangible impact on student learning

• Leading – go beyond normal design, delivery or support

• Evidence-based – can demonstrate achievement

• Purposeful and reflective – describe a cohesive narrative



Where do I start?

2024 AAUT Citation Nomination Instructions

• AAUT website including resources for nominees
• AAUT Network website – advice & resources
• Institutional websites for awards

• Learning and Teaching Awards team at your institution
• Past winners, mentors and learning & teaching leaders
• AAUT Network mentoring scheme

https://aautn.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/2024-AAUT-CITATION-NOMINATION-INSTRUCTIONS.pdf
https://universitiesaustralia.edu.au/policy-submissions/teaching-learning-funding/australian-awards-for-university-teaching/
https://aautn.org/resources/
https://aautn.org/about-the-mentor-scheme/


How does the nomination work? 

Category (choose 1) 
Where does your award fit?

• Discipline group
• Nomination category

• Early Career
• Neville Bonner Award for 

Indigenous Education
• Sessional Staff
• Everyone else

Sub-category (choose 1) 
What did you do?

1. Approaches to teaching and 
support of learning

2. Development of curricula, 
resources or services

3. Effective assessment 
practices

4. Innovation or leadership

Assessment criteria (all) 
What makes it outstanding? 

1. Positive impact over time
2. Recognition
3. Creativity, imagination and/or 

innovation
4. Scholarly practice



1.  Approaches to teaching and/or the support of learning that influence, motivate and        
inspire students to learn

2.  Development of curricula, resources or services that reflect a command of the field 
3.  Effective assessment practices that bring about improvements in student teaching,  

focus on academic integrity. 
4.  Innovation or leadership that has influenced and enhanced learning and teaching 

and/or the student experience.

Selecting the right subcategory 

Where does your evidence sit best? 
What kind of story will you tell? 



1.  Approaches to teaching and/or the support of learning that influence, motivate and inspire 
students to learn

Consider: 
Teaching philosophy 
Integrating, cohesive
Enabling success

2. Development of curricula, resources or services that reflect a command of the field

Consider: 
Development of discipline education
New types of resources
New applications of resources
Authentic tasks
Linkage to practice/life/community

Selecting the right subcategory cont.



3.  Effective assessment practices that bring about improvements in student teaching, focus on 
academic integrity. 

Consider: 
Authentic Assessment 
Feedback 
Academic integrity 
Evaluative judgement

4.   Innovation or leadership that has influenced and enhanced learning and teaching and/or the 
student experience.

Consider: 
Sphere of influence
• Institution: own and others
• Discipline, peak bodies
•Sector: national, international 
Different kinds of leadership

Selecting the right subcategory cont.



Addressing all the assessment criteria

Impact
Positively impacted on student 
learning, student engagement or the 
overall student experience for a 
period of no less than three years

Recognition
Gained recognition from colleagues, 
the institution, and/or the broader 
community

Creativity
Shown creativity, imagination 
and/or innovation

Scholarship
Drawn on the scholarly literature on 
teaching and learning to inform the 
development of initiatives, programs 
and/or practices



Building the narrative

From 2023 Assessors Tips on Writing a Successful Application (AAUTN Resources site)

Share your practice outside your 
discipline – national and international 

sharing is needed

Seek mentoring from a colleague who is experienced 
as an AAUT assessor or reach out to one of the 

mentors listed on the AAUT website

Start early - very early! Make sure 
you have a plan for your initiatives, 

and that you can justify and 
evaluate them.

https://aautn.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/2024-Nomination-Writing-Tips_CIT-PRG-TCH.pdf


Evidence



Evidence cont. 

• Critique your data - and/or ask a friend
• Triangulate with complementary data
• Show sustained with longitudinal data 
• Qualitative and/or quantitative 
• Context – constraints, factors
• Literature – alignment/new insight



Examples of good forms of evidence

Context and 
narrative

Scholarly 
evaluation

Explaining the 
data

Triangulate with 
student quote –

adding depth

Extend and link 
to research

Graph explained

Outcomes 
benchmarked

Using 
Quantitative 

data



Examples of good forms of evidence

Recognition via 
awards and 

funding
Context and 

narrative

Impact through 
students and 

graduates

Student 
feedback

Descriptive data: 
qualitative and 

diverse



Putting it together

Get organized
• Preparation time 
• Reflective process 
• Mentors and reviewers 
• Talk to your institutional team 

Make it easy for the assessors 
• Use the nomination template 

(encouraged but not mandatory)

• Address the criteria 
• Use recognizable headers 
• Create a story 
• Explain the context and significance

https://aautn.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/2024-AAUT-CITATION-NOMINATION-TEMPLATE.docx


Questions for 
Prof Liz Johnson? 



Hear from successful 2023 AAUT 
Citation recipients

Prof Steven 
Kenway

The University of Queensland

2023 Citation recipient in the 
‘Innovation’ category

Ms Charanya 
Ramakrishnan 

Macquarie University 

2023 Citation recipient in the 
‘Approaches’ category

A/Prof Danica 
Hickey 

Queensland University of Technology

2023 Citation recipient in the 
‘Evaluation’ category

Each recipient will have 5 minutes to present followed by a Q&A with all presenters at the end. 



A/Prof Danica Hickey 

2023 Citation Award recipient 
Queensland University of Technology
For improved data analytics and professional transferrable skills for 
Biomedical Science graduates through authentic assessment 
enhanced by emotive feed-forward practice.



Experience writing the nomination



Challenges

SCIENTIFIC  NARRATIVE



Writing process

Scholarly Practice
Criterion D

Innovation 
Criterion C

Impact
Criterion A 

Recognition 
Criterion B 



Tips & Advice for future nominees

Start Writing SupportSeek advice Stepping Stone



Prof Steven Kenway
Team lead of the Urban Design 
Challenge Team
2023 Citation Award recipient 
The University of Queensland
Urban Design Challenge: engaging multidisciplinary student teams in 
creatively solving complex, real-world sustainable urban design problems 
through gamified scenario-driven learning experiences and rich dialogic 
feedback. 



The Urban Design Challenge (UDC)

Summary:

1. What is the UDC?
2. Developing the 

Nomination.
3. AAUT resources / 

mentors and 
challenges 
resolved  

A happy winning team presenting 
their design 2021



The Urban Design Challenge- what’s involved?

31

Key 
innovation:
- Five days 

“play-
based” 
working on 
a wicked 
problem to 
solve in a 
fun (but 
stressful) 
situation.

- Scaffold 
the 
teamwork.



Real-time multi-channel feedback:
High resolution and open.

32

3/ Industry 
partners 
comment, score 
(and recruit). 

1/ Within teams: 
architects, 
engineers, 
planners, scientists 
have to 
communicate 
FAST.

2/ Teams learn 
from other teams 
as designs 
progress through 
“rounds”…from 
concept…to 2D to 
construction.

4/ Tools 
quantify design 
outcomes

All teams see all comments and scores on all teams 
(quickly) via a google spreadsheet and a scoreboard.



Developing the Nomination: 
Our experience and AAUT/AAUTN resources.

33

- Our 2022 UQ application, and Australian Financial Review 2023 
application helped hugely, as did input from ITaLI (Institute for Teaching and Learning Innovation).

- Communicating “what the Challenge is” was very hard…needed multiple 
iterations…and is not yet complete. The constrained word limits forced 
visual communication which improved what we could share dramatically.

- Was very helpful to have surveyed students (before and after the UDC) 
twice.

- Reviews helped lift from our discipline-based framing to bring out the 
underpinning education theories and frameworks.

- Teamwork was essential….required multi-disciplinary team.



The team (or part of it)

34



Ms Charanya 
Ramakrishnan
2023 Citation Award recipient 
Macquarie University
Inspiring excellence in student learning through exploring and 
implementing unconventional active learning approaches in IT education 
to redefine student engagement and ensure positive graduate outcomes.



Experience writing the nomination

•Make statements, writing a rough draft
•Answer the questions of Why/What/How
•Collect evidence from a variety of stakeholders (over the years)
•Weave a story and add it under the correct headings
•Watch all the YouTube resources on writing the application
•Get it reviewed by multiple people
•Finalise it at least five days before the deadline and read it once 
every day until the application date.



Challenges 

Application’s Length Where to place the evidence? Filtering the best of the best 



Tips & Advice for future nominees
Answer the big “WHY?” Map out the sections ‘THE’ reason for the Citation

Use a range of evidence Review



Any questions for 
our guest 
presenters? 



Upcoming AAUT PD Sessions

15 May – Writing a successful Teaching Award nomination

21 May – Writing a successful Citation nomination

3 June – Writing a successful Early Career Award nomination

18 June – Writing a successful Neville Bonner Award nomination

26 June – Writing a successful Program Award nomination



Nomination process /  Key dates

Ma y – Ju ly 

Prepare nomination

12 Au g – 1 Se p t

ICOs submit nominations

Oct  - De c

3-stage assessment process

Fe b  2025

Universities Australia 
announce award outcomes



Page 11

CONNECT 
WITH US

 @AAUTnetwork, @ProfAngeCarbone 

& @uniaus

Universities Australia

 Professor Angela Carbone

AAUT Awards Team
aaut@rmit.edu.au

More information
AAUT-UA webpage

Mentoring Scheme
aautn.org

https://twitter.com/AAUTnetwork
https://twitter.com/ProfAngeCarbone
https://twitter.com/uniaus
https://www.linkedin.com/company/universities-australia/
mailto:aaut@rmit.edu.au
https://www.universitiesaustralia.edu.au/policy-submissions/teaching-learning-funding/australian-awards-for-university-teaching/
https://aautn.org/
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